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Characteristics and Challenges of Marine Protected Area Systems in
Japan

Izumi TSURITA and Osamu MATSUDA

ABSTRACT: The Marine Protected Area (MPA) concept is internationally recognized as a management tool for
marine biodiversity conservation and sustainable resource use. In Japan, the term MPA was written in the Basic
Ocean Plan for the first time and its concept was officially defined in the National Marine Biodiversity
Conservation Strategy in March 2011 and at the 8" meeting of the Headquarters for Ocean Policy in May 2011.
Adequate establishment and management enhancement of MPAs is now specified in the New Basic Plan on Ocean
Policy of April 2013. In response to current trends, this article comprehensively analyzes the characteristics of
present MPA systems in Japan regarding the extent of their formation processes, objectives, and management
structure and then examines their future challenges. The research reveals that MPAs in Japan 1) conform to
various existing systems, 2) with most of them having fishery resource management objectives, 3) under either a
government-based or community-based management approach. In order to overcome the challenges created by
such characteristics and to promote adequate establishment and management enhancement of MPAs, there is a
need to develop an integrated and concrete system to support and manage existing different institutional systems
and their relevant data.

KEYWORDS: Marine Protected Area (MPA), marine biodiversity, resource management, management tool

R SRE/H526% 545375 2013, 12 Lo




 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   TrimAndShift
        
     範囲: 全てのページ
     トリム: 同サイズ 7.165 x 10.118 インチ / 182.0 x 257.0 mm
     シフト: 無し
     ノーマライズ（オプション）: '改良'
      

        
     32
            
       D:20080610140858
       728.5039
       B5
       Blank
       515.9055
          

     Tall
     1
     0
     Full
     1030
     264
     None
     Left
     14.1732
     0.0000
            
                
         Both
         24
         AllDoc
         24
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     Uniform
     708.6614
     Bottom
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     QI+ 2.1a
     QI+ 2
     1
      

        
     0
     140
     139
     140
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   InsertBlanks
        
     場所: 現在のページの後
     ページ番号: 1
     現在と同じ
      

        
     1
     1
            
       D:20080501144003
       841.6063
       Acrobat_A4
       Blank
       594.9921
          

     1
     Tall
     558
     311
            
       CurrentAVDoc
          

     SameAsCur
     AfterCur
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     QI+ 2.1a
     QI+ 2
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   InsertBlanks
        
     場所: 現在のページの後
     ページ番号: 2
     現在と同じ
      

        
     2
     1
            
       D:20080501144003
       841.6063
       Acrobat_A4
       Blank
       594.9921
          

     1
     Tall
     558
     311
            
       CurrentAVDoc
          

     SameAsCur
     AfterCur
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     QI+ 2.1a
     QI+ 2
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   InsertBlanks
        
     場所: 現在のページの後
     ページ番号: 2
     現在と同じ
      

        
     2
     1
            
       D:20080501144003
       841.6063
       Acrobat_A4
       Blank
       594.9921
          

     1
     Tall
     558
     311
            
       CurrentAVDoc
          

     SameAsCur
     AfterCur
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     QI+ 2.1a
     QI+ 2
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   InsertBlanks
        
     場所: 現在のページの前
     ページ番号: 2
     現在と同じ
      

        
     2
     1
            
       D:20080501144003
       841.6063
       Acrobat_A4
       Blank
       594.9921
          

     1
     Tall
     558
     311
    
            
       CurrentAVDoc
          

     SameAsCur
     BeforeCur
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     QI+ 2.1a
     QI+ 2
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base





