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Distribution of litter scattered along thirteen rivers flowing into the
Seto Inland Sea
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A

Distribution of litter scattered along thirteen rivers flowing into the
Seto Inland Sea

Shigeru FUJIEDA

ABSTRACT: Rivers flowing into the Seto Inland Sea are a major source of its
marine litter. A survey of litter scattered along thirteen rivers that flow into the Seto
Inland Sea was conducted between May 2007 and August 2008. The quantity and
distribution of the litter were investigated by conducting extensive visual surveys
where accumulations of litter were ranked by volume. A total of 1092 km of river
length was surveyed and about 39 tons of litter was found. The waterway with the
largest quantity of litter was the Yamato River with 22.7 tons. Survey results
confirmed that litter accumulates around estuaries, dams and urban areas, and that
illegal dumping occurs alongside roads in the mountains. The density of litter
scattered along the rivers was lower than that of litter that had drifted onto beaches.
Since inland conditions have such a great impact on the sea, it is necessary to
control and reduce litter on the entire Seto Inland Sea watershed, including inland
areas.

KEYWORDS: river litter, marine litter, Seto Inland Sea, watershed management
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