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Status of ICC campaign in Japan and its results

Shigeru FUJIEDA, Azusa KOJIMA and Yoshiko OHKURA

ABSTRACT : The International Coastal Cleanup (ICC) engages people to primarily in three tasks: to remove
trash and debris from the world’s beaches, streams, waterways and underwater; to identify the source of debris; to
change the individual’s or social behaviors that cause the pollution. The ICC is conducted by an American marine
conservation organization, The Ocean Conservancy (OC. In Japan, Japan Environmental Action Network (JEAN)
has joined this international event since 1990. About 6,000,000 volunteers have participated in ICC in 126
countries during the 16 years of JEAN’s involvement. The ICC is not simply cleanup activity to only collect and
remove litter, but it has the volunteers also record the type of litter they pick up. JEAN compiles and analyzes the
results each year in Japan, and it recommends the methods of solutions and improvements for the marine litter
issue. This study presents an analysis of the results of ICC for 16 years and an overview of the marine litter issue
in Japan, and suggests a new direction of ICC.

KEYWORDS :  beach, cleanup, marine litter, volunteer
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